Effects of halogenated benzenes on arylesterase activity in vivo and in vitro.
Hepatic arylesterase activity was induced by 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene, hexachlorobenzene, 1,2,4-tribromobenzene, and 1,3,5-tribromobenzene but not by 1,3,5-trichlorobenzene or hexabromobenzene. Serum arylesterase was not induced by any of the halogenated benzenes and was inhibited in vivo by 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene, hexachlorobenzene, and 1,3,5-tribromobenzene. It was also inhibited in vitro.